Your Health 
our Welfare 


hed 


Canada 


Canada 


Health and Welfare Santé et Bien-étre social 


Canada 


iv 


The overall objective of the many 
services and programs of Health and 
Welfare Canada is to maintain and 


improve the health and well-being of a 
all Canadians, from their infancy to 


their old age. 


This is achieved through a workforce — 
of nearly 10 000 employees who are 
highly decentralized and geographically 
dispersed in the National Capital 
Region and in more than 500 regional, 
district and local establishments across 
Canada and overseas. : 


Its preoccupations extend to virtually 
all human endeavours that may affect 
the lives of Canadians at home, at 
work or in the natural environment. 


Health Protection 


Le Health Protection Branch carries out a wide range of 
activities intended to protect Canadians from hazards that 
may contribute to untimely illness or death. These activities 
include efforts to guard the safety and nutritional quality of 
foods, ensure the safety and effectiveness of drugs and 
medical devices and control the availability of drugs that 
may be used unwisely. 


Other responsibilities of the branch include programs to 
reduce the presence of dangerous chemicals in our 
environment, monitoring exposure to radioactivity, control 
of the safety of cosmetics and improving capabilities to 
diagnose diseases. The branch also has a continuing 
program to monitor trends in the incidence of 
communicable and non-communicable diseases in 
Canada. 


The diverse nature of the work is evident in the many 
scientific and professional disciplines carried out by the 
branch. These include medicine, pharmacy, pharmacology, 
analytical chemistry, veterinary medicine, nutrition, food 
technology, radiation physics, pathology and toxicology, to 
name but a few. 


Health Services 
and Promotion 


die Health Services and Promotion Branch has two main 
responsibilities: to encourage and assist Canadians to 
adopt a way of life that enhances their physical, mental 
and social well-being, and to provide leadership and 
coordination in assisting the provinces and territories to 
improve and maintain their health services at national 
standards. 


In the field of health promotion, the branch works closely 
with provincial governments and non-governmental 
organizations to develop and deliver health information 
and education programs in such areas as smoking, alcohol 
use, nutrition, drug use, accidents, personal health care, 
and family and child health. 


The branch is also responsible for payments concerning 
provincial programs providing hospital, diagnostic, medical, 
and extended health care services, as provided by 
legislation, and for monitoring provincial compliance with 
the program conditions associated with federal payments. 
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Complementary branch activities include consulting 
\ services, and collaboration with the provinces and 
: professional groups in the development of standards and 
guidelines in such areas as facilities planning and design, 
health assessment, community health, mental health, 
institutional health services, health systems and family 
planning and coordination of planning for the training and 
deployment of health workers. 


The branch supports extramural health research in 
Canada, and conducts policy and program analysis on the 
Canadian health system. 
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Medical Services 


ie Medical Services Branch provides services to highly 
diversified groups of clientele in the provinces and the 
Territories, as well as to prospective immigrants and 
Canadian public servants and their dependents serving 
around the world. 


Two major activities concern the preservation and 
improvement of the health of the nation’s Indians and 
Inuit, and responsibility for the provision of health services 
for residents of the Yukon and Northwest Territories. This 
is done through a network of hospitals, nursing stations 
and health centres, out of which health personnel serve 
communities throughout Canada, including some of the 
most isolated pockets of population in the country. 


The branch operates the nation’s largest occupational 
health service covering federal public servants at home 
and abroad. It is also responsible for medical examinations 
and investigations conducted in the interests of aviation 
safety. The branch assesses prospective immigrants to 
Canada as well as certain categories of visitors, to deter- 
mine their acceptability from a health standpoint, and to 
protect the health of Canadians by minimizing the entry 
and spread of quarantinable and exotic diseases. 


The branch operates prosthetic services, including the 
provision of aids for the physically disabled, and also provides 
health and welfare services to assist federal and provincial 
agencies in the event of disasters and other emergencies. 


Income Security 


eens often associated with Health and Welfare Canada 
are those falling into the category of income security. These 
programs, at some time and in one way or another, touch 

the lives of every Canadian family. 


Family Allowances 


Cheques are issued each month on behalf of 7 million 
Canadian children. The allowances are payable to a parent 
for every child under the age of 18 years, subject to 
eligibility requirements. The amount paid is the same 
across Canada, except for Alberta and Quebec, where 
there are special rates that vary according to age or 
number of children. 


Child Tax Credit 


Designed to increase federal assistance to parents with the 
cost of raising children, the Child Tax Credit primarily 
helps low and middle-income families. The credit is 
administered through the Income Tax System. 


Old Age Security 


The Old Age Security pension is received by all persons 
over the age of 65, provided that residency requirements 
are met. The Guaranteed Income Supplement is an added 
benefit available to those with little or no income beyond 
that of the Old Age Security pension. 


The Spouse’s Allowance is available for eligible spouses of 
pensioners receiving Old Age Security benefits. 


Canada Pension Plan 


Through the Canada Pension Plan, individuals in the 
labour force acquire and retain, during their productive 
years, protection for themselves and their families against 
loss of income on retirement at 65, disability or death. 
Payment into this plan is compulsory for most working 
residents. The six basic types of benefit provided to eligible 
individuals include: retirement pension; disability pension; 
disabled contributor’s child benefit; survivor's pension; 
orphan’s benefits, and a death benefit to estate of 
contributor. 


The plan applies across Canada except in Quebec, where 
a similar plan (the Quebec Pension Plan) is administered 
by the province. 


Social Service Programs 


Ce aae whose economic circumstances are inadequate 
to meet their basic needs or whose social circumstances 
expose them to the risk of poverty, isolation or dependency 
receive assistance and services from programs supported by 
the Social Service Programs Branch. These programs are 
primarily provincial/territorial and municipal programs 
supported through cost-sharing with the provinces and 
territories. Some programs are federally administered. 


Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) -- o j ‘ 


Under this legislation, Federal funding pays half the costs to 
the provinces or territories of provincial/territorial and 
municipal programs to provide assistance and welfare 
services such as day care, counselling and homemakers to 
those who are in need, and welfare services to those who are 
likely to be in need if they do not receive the services. 


Vocational Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons 


The Federal government shares with the provinces and 
territories the costs of providing rehabilitative services such as 
counselling, assessment, restoration, training and 
employment placement to individuals suffering from physical 
or mental impairment. 
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New Horizons 


Grants are provided to groups of retired Canadians to 
encourage participation in community activities. The 
program is designed to help senior citizens utilize their skills, 
talents and experience for the benefit of the community. 
Projects funded encompass social and recreational activities 
as well as activities dealing with practical problems facing the 
elderly population. 


National Welfare Grants 


Funds are available through this program so that 
govemmernts, voluntary agencies, citizens groups, universities 
and other organizations can carry out research, 
demonstration and social welfare manpower development 
projects. National Welfare Fellowships are awarded for 
advanced studies in social welfare. 


The Branch makes available consultation and information 
services on a wide range of family and community issues. It 
also operates the Adoption Desk, the National Day Care 
Information Centre and the National Clearinghouse on 
Family Violence. 


Intergovernmental and 
International Affairs 


lie branch co-ordinates Canada’s participation in matters 
of international and federal-provincial liaison in the health, 
welfare and social fields. The branch negotiates social 
security agreements and maintains a program of 
information-gathering and dissemination of international 
health, welfare and social security events and issues. 
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Policy, Planning 
and Information 


Wie: Policy, Planning and Information Branch provides the 
research and analysis necessary for development of health 
and social welfare policies benefiting Canadians. The main 
focus of its work is with income security, general social 
issues such as aging and retirement, prevention of disease 
and health care. The design of the Child Tax Credit 
Program is a prominent example of its activities. 


National systems of health and welfare information are 
developed and maintained for the purposes of managing, 
evaluating and developing federal and provincial programs. 
Information is stored and made available in print as well as 
through the branch's interactive computer facility. The 
branch maintains statistical information and legislative 
material, including acts, regulations and procedures, to 
permit the comparison and analysis of health and social 
welfare programs in both provincial and federal jurisdic- 
tions. The branch services special requests from planners 
and researchers at all levels of government and from 
businesses and universities. 

The branch monitors and analyses public opinion on 


departmental programs and policy proposals and coordi- 
nates the development of departmental science policy. 


Principal Nursing Officer 


ie Principal Nursing Officer advises the department on 
matters concerning nursing and health. This includes 
studying and reporting on the professional and ethical 
responsibilities of nurses, and assessing the impact of 
nursing on the health of Canadians. 


The Principal Nursing Officer promotes basic, higher and 
continuing education for nurses, and encourages maxi- 
mum utilization of Canadian nursing skills. 


Special Adviser — 
Policy Development 


pe Special Adviser advises the Department on the 
development of policies affecting social services and income 
security programs, and status of women concerns. In 
addition, the Special Adviser serves as departmental 
coordinator for program evaluation, the protection of privacy, 
access to information and the departmental regulatory 
agenda. The office provides liaison with the Standing Joint 
Committee on Regulations and other Statutory Instruments. 


National Council 
of Welfare Secretariat 


ie secretariat carries out research and provides 
administrative support for the National Council of Welfare, 
a government-appointed body of private citizens that 
advises the Minister of National Health and Welfare on 
welfare issues. 


Fitness and 
Amateur Sport 


lige principal aim of Fitness and Amateur Sport is to 
encourage and support the development of sport and 
physical activity among Canadians. Its two main programs — 
Fitness Canada and Sport Canada — provide funds to 
national sport and physical recreation associations, agencies 
and special organizations for the enhancement of fitness and 
sport across the country. 


In addition, Fitness Canada develops programs and materials 
designed to increase public awareness of the benefits of 
fitness and to encourage mass participation in physical 
activity. Sport Canada provides financial assistance to 
Canadas national and international athletes and teams for 
the purpose of training and competition as well as for the 
development of coaching and officiating. Sport Canada 
assists in the staging of major international events held in 
Canada and international sport exchanges. 


National Advisory Council 
on Aging 


legen by a federal Order-in-Council, the National 
Advisory Council on Aging is charged with assisting and 
counselling the Minister of National Health and Welfare on all 
matters affecting aging. The Council consists of a president 
and a maximum of seventeen members, appointed because 
of their interest and involvement with older persons and 
senior citizens groups. The Council looks into the needs and 
problems associated with aging and recommends remedial 
action. It also stimulates public discussion on aging through 
publications, meetings and conferences. 


Corporate Management 


S ervices are provided by this branch to effectively integrate 
planning, resource allocation, expenditure control and 
general administrative practices for the Department. The 
Branch also provides departmental liaison with central 
Federal agencies such as the Public Service Commission and 
the Treasury Board. The Corporate Management Branch 
provides direction and support services to client branches 
through functional directorates on matters related to 
personnel, public affairs, electronic information, internal audit 
and general administration. 
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